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July 30, 2025 

Rick Encarnacion, REHS, MPH 
Bureau Chief, Director of Environmental Health 
Monterey County Health Department 
1270 Natividad Road 
Salinas, California  93906-3122 

Dear Mr. Encarnacion: 

From May 2021 through February 2022, CalEPA and the Unified Program state agencies 
conducted a performance evaluation of the Monterey County Health Department 
Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA).  The evaluation comprised of an assessment 
of administrative documentation, regulated facility file documentation, and California 
Environmental Reporting System (CERS) information. 

The Final Summary of Findings Report issued to the CUPA for the 2021 CUPA 
performance evaluation included program deficiencies and incidental findings with 
corresponding corrective actions and resolutions. 

Of the 26 deficiencies identified, 20 are considered corrected or closed.  Of the three 
incidental findings identified, all are considered resolved. 

The following 6 deficiencies will be carried forward to the 2025 evaluation: 

• The CUPA is not inspecting each Hazardous Waste Generator (HWG) facility 
once every three years (Deficiency #1). 

• The CUPA is not consistently following up and documenting return to compliance 
(RCT) information in CERS for Hazardous Waste Generator (HWG) facilities cited 
with violations (Deficiency #2). 

• The CUPA is not consistently conducting complete annual Underground Storage 
Tank (UST) compliance inspections (Deficiency #5). 

• The CUPA is not consistently or correctly reporting complete and accurate 
compliance, monitoring and enforcement (CME) information to CERS for the 
HWG Program (Deficiency #10). 

• The CUPA is not ensuring all regulated businesses subject to Business Plan 
reporting requirements annually submit a complete Hazardous Materials Business 
Plan (HMBP) or a no-change certification to CERS (Deficiency 12). 

• The CUPA is not ensuring UST Program related information in CERS is accurate 
and complete (Deficiency #17). 

Throughout the Evaluation Progress Report process, the CUPA demonstrated 
improvement in Unified Program implementation and remains committed to ensure 
compliance with statutory and regulatory requirements.  Therefore, CalEPA is 
suspending the Program Improvement Agreement (PIA) established with the CUPA 
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upon completion of the 2021 evaluation. Reinstatement or dissolution of the PIA will be 
determined upon conclusion of the 2025 evaluation. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to the protection of public health and the 
environment through the implementation of the Unified Program. 

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact John Paine, 
Unified Program Manager, at (916) 327-5092. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jason Boetzer, REHS 
Deputy Secretary 
Local Program Coordination and Emergency Response 

cc sent via email: 

Randy McMurray, REHS 
Supervisor, Hazardous Material Management Services 
Monterey County Health Department 
1270 Natividad Road 
Salinas, California  93906-3122 
McMurrayRM@co.monterey.ca.us 

Marni Flagg 
Assistant Director 
Monterey County Health Department 
1270 Natividad Road 
Salinas, California  93906-3122 
FlaggMM@co.monterey.ca.us 

Tom Henderson 
UST Leak Prevention Unit and 
Office of Tank Tester Licensing Manager 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov 

Julie Pettijohn 
Environmental Program Manager 
CUPA Enforcement Branch 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Julie.Pettijohn@dtsc.ca.gov 
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cc sent via email: 

Ryan Miya, Ph.D. 
Senior Environmental Scientist, Supervisor 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Ryan.Miya@dtsc.ca.gov 

Jennifer Lorenzo 
Senior Environmental Scientist, Supervisor 
CAL FIRE - Office of the State Fire Marshal 
Jennifer.Lorenzo@fire.ca.gov 

Denise Villanueva 
Environmental Scientist 
CAL FIRE - Office of the State Fire Marshal 
Denise.Villanueva@fire.ca.gov 

Brennan Ko-Madden 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Brennan.Ko-Madden@dtsc.ca.gov 

Mia Goings 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Mia.Goings@dtsc.ca.gov 

Jessica Harris 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Jessica.Harris@dtsc.ca.gov 

Pheleep Sidhom 
Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Pheleep.Sidhom@dtsc.ca.gov 

Daniel Speer, Ph.D. 
Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Daniel.Speer@dtsc.ca.gov 

Kaitlin Cottrell 
Environmental Scientist 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Kaitlin.Cottrell@waterboards.ca.gov 
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cc sent via email: 

John Paine 
Environmental Program Manager 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
John.Paine@calepa.ca.gov 

John Elkins 
Environmental Program Manager 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
John.Elkins@calepa.ca.gov 

Melinda Blum 
Senior Environmental Scientist, Supervisor 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
Melinda.Blum@calepa.ca.gov 

Elizabeth Brega 
Senior Environmental Scientist, Supervisor 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
Elizabeth.Brega@calepa.ca.gov 

Garett Chan 
Environmental Scientist 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
Garett.Chan@calepa.ca.gov 

Tim Brandt 
Environmental Scientist, Unified Program Evaluation Team Lead 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
Timothy.Brandt@calepa.ca.gov 


